NEWTOWJ  AND  LLANIDLOES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REFORJT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
(R. Davie s-Jones,  M.R.C.S. , L.R.C.P.) 

for  the 


YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31st  ,1950 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OP  THE 
NEWTOWN  AND  LLANIDLOES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  your  Distriot  for  the 
year  ended  December  31st, 1950. 

In  order  to  economise  time,  labour  and 
paper,  the  report  is  oonfined  to  essential  matters. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  R.  DAVIES- JONES. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Maengwyn, 

Caersws, 

Mont. 


December  19th,  1951. 


S T A T I S T I C A L SURVEY  for  1950 1 

f ' 

AREA  151,231  acres,  i.c.  236,3  sq.miles. 

POPULATION.  9,113 

RATEABLE  VALUE.  £19,81 6. 

SUM  represented  by  PENNY  RATE.  £79*  9.  0, 


VITAL 

STATISTIC 

S. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

70 

64 

134 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

10 

TOTAL. 

75 

TT~ 

144 

This  gives  a Crude  Live  Birth  Rate  of  15,3  per  1,000  population, 
comparod  with  an  exactly  similar  figure  for  England  and  Wales.  If  one 
applies  the  Comparability  Factor  for  Births  (1.19)  to  our  Crude  Live 
Birth  Rate,  one  gets  the  corrected  Birth  Rate  of  18,81  for  this  area. 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

This  gives  a Crude  Still-Birth  Rate  of  0.32  per  1000  of  population, 
compared  with  0,37  for  England  and  Wales,  Y/hon  the  Comparability  Factor 
for  Births  (1,19)  is  applied  our  Corrected  St 11 -Birth  Rate  becomes  O.3S. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  was  4,  2 males  and 
2 females  (l  of  the  males  was  that  of  an  illigitimate  child)  . This  .gives 
an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  27.7  por  1 ,000  live  births  for  the  area, 
compared  with  29.3  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  very  satisfactory,  and 
an  improvement  on  previous  years. 

Of  these  4 doaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  3 died  when  under  4 
weeks  of  age  (2  males  and  1 female)  . 

DEATHS. 

During  the  year  there  were  103  deaths  in  the  area,  50  males  and  53  females. 
This  gives  a Crudo  Death  Rate  of  11.3  por  1,000  of  the  population, 
oompared  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

If  wc  apply  the  area  Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths  (0.39)  we  arrive  at 
a Standardised  Death  Rato  of  10.05  por  1,000  of  the  population  for  this 
area. 

The  total  absence  of  doaths  due  to  a following  up  of  child-birth  or 
child  bearing  for  the  4th  successive  year  is  very  gratifying;  and  it  is 
notoworthy  that  there  have  been  no  deaths  in  this  area  for  4 years  from 
Diphthorea,  Whooping  Cough,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Poliomyelitis,  Cerebro- 
spinal Fever,  Typhoid  or  Syphylitic  Diseases, 
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The  table  which  follows  shows  that  there  were  16  deaths  from  Cancer  in 
1 95 0,  and  that  Intra -Cranial  Vascular  Diseases,  Heart  Disease  and  Diseases 
of  the  nirculatory  System  accounted  for  52  of  the  103  deaths  - just  moro 
than  half  of  tho  total  deaths. 


3 deaths  (1  male  and  2 female)  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ooourred  during 


the  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

CAUSES  of  D E A 

T H 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

1 

2 

3 

Notifiable  Infect.  Disoases. 

- 

- 

Other  Infect.  + Parasitic  Diseases. 

- 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach. 

1 

»» 

1 

Cancer  of  Lung  or  Bronchus 

- 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Breast 

- 

3 

3 

Other  Malig,  + Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

5 

6 

11 

Leukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

Diabetes. 

- 

1 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

6 

8 

14 

Coronary  Disease  and  Angine 

4 

4 

8 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

- 

2 

2 

Other  Heart  Disease* 

" Circulatory  Diseases 

16 

9 

25 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia. 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis. 

5 

1 

6 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate. 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  Malformation. 

- 

2 

2 

Other  Defined  or  111  Defined  Deseases. 

5 

8 

13 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

- 

- 

- 

All  other  Accidents. 

2 

1 

3 

59 

53 

“ io T 

AGES  AT  DEATH. 


Apart  from  the  4 infant  deaths  mentioned,  there  were  only  2 deaths  from 
1 to  28  years  of  age  - both  due  to  accidental  causes  (drowning  and  burns) • 
There  was  1 death  (male)  at  23  (Tuberculosis) . Tho  remainder  of  the  deaths 
occurcd  in  the  following  age  groups :- 


30-40  years 
40  - 50  " 

50  - 60  " 

60  - 70  " 

70  - 80  " 

80  - 90  " 

90  - 93  " 


2 (1  male  and  1 female) 

6 (3  males  and  3 females) 

4 (1  malo  and  3 females) 

16  (9  males  and  7 females) 

34  (19  males  and  15  females)  21  over  75 
30  (14  males  and  16  females)  12  over  35 
4(2  males  and  2 females) 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28867786 


It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  103  deaths  64  were  of  persons  over  70  years 

of  age,  55  over  75,  34-  over  80,  16  over  85  and  4 over  90. 

All  these  statistics  are  very  satisfactory,  and  the  Council  can^.take  pride 
in  the  healthy  state  of  the  people  of  this  area  revealed  by  them.  It 

is  difficult  to  see  how  the  statistics  can  be  further  improved 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  furing  1950:- 

WHOQPING  COUGH  5 SCARLET  FEVER  4 

PNEUMONIA  2 ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  1 

HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Staff  Position,  Ambulanco  Service,  Water  Supply,  Drainage  and  Sewerage, 

Refuse  Collection  - all  those  remain  as  described  in  my  last  Annual 
Report. 

Water  Supply  and  Sewerage  remain  the  Council*  s groatest  problem, 
but  some  progress  was  made  during  the  year  1950  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
at  Llangurig,  Trcgynon  and  Carno,  and  I hope  to  report  on  the  completion 
of  the  work  and  the  erection  of  houses  at  Llangurig  at  least  in  my  next 
Annual  Report.  As  fore-cast  in  my  last  Report  the  Council  were  unable 
to  build  any  new  houses  during  the  year,  owing  chiefly  to  Water  Supply 
and  Sewerage  difficulties. 

In  concluding  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  interest  in  public  Health,  the  Staff  for  their  co-operation 
at  all  times,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  Assistant  for  their 
valuable  sorvioe  and  help. 

R.  DAVIES  JOKES. 

17th  December,  1951 • 

To  the  Chairman  and  Mcmbors  of  the  Council, 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  summary  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  Department  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1950. 


Total  Number  of  Inspections  during  the  year.  1118 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts,  ) Survey  201 

1936  and  1949.  ) Miscellaneous  50 

Inspections  under  P.H. Act  193&. 

Conplaints  51 

Drainage  & Byelaws  61 

Refuse  Disposal  70 

Sewage  Disposal  90 

Water  Supplies  260 

Disinfection  7 

Tents,  Vans  etc.  7 

Miscellaneous  29 

Inspections  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  3& 

do  do  Factories  Acts.  6 

Inspections  re  Planning,  Estates  etc.  250 

Water  Samples  submitted  Cor  Bacteriological  Examination  60 

do  do  do  Chemical  do  6 
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Food  Inspection.  During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  found 

to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  destroyed 
23  tins  of  milk,  peas,  salmon  tongue  etc.  13  lbs  of  cheese,  6 lbs  Beef. 

The  slaughtering  of  animals  continues  to  be  centralised  at  Nowtown 
and  Llanidloes, 

The  sample  of  Foods  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  .Acts  is  administered  by 
tho  County  Council. 

Water  Supplies.  Analyses  of  tho  Caersws  water  continue  to  indicate  that 

the  quality  both  Bacteriologically  and  Chemically  is 
highly  satisfactory,  although  the  characteristics  as  to  the  high  mineral 
contents  remain  tho  same. 

60 

Of  the/samples  of  water  taken  from  various  supplies  throughout  the 
districti  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  it  was  found  that  23  were 
satisfactory.  This  continued  high  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  rosults 
indicates  that  the  water  supplies  generally  throughout  the  area  are  in  a 
deplorable  state. 

Housing , During  the  year  6 houses  were  constructed  uuiler  Private 
enterprise. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  H.  THOMAS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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